City of Fresno RO5

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN

Class Definition

Under supervison, performs keeper, laboratory, and dinica dutiesinthe zoo hospitd, and assiststhe veterinarian
in clinical medica and surgicd activities.

Distinguishing Characteristics

Veterinary Technician is a specidized, technical class assigned to the Zoo Divisonof the Parks, Recreation, and
Community Services Department. Incumbents assst the Zoo Veterinarian in exotic anima husbandry, surgery,
routine health care procedures, and in the adminigtration of drugs. Duties include preparing animas for surgery,
assging withor performing trestments or laboratory procedures, maintaining the hospita facility and equipment,
derilizing surgicd indruments, and maintaining an inventory of medica and surgicd supplies. This class is
disinguished fromZoo K eeper inthat incumbentsof the latter feed, care for, and perform maintenancework for
exhibit animas but do not provide medica trestment.

Typical Tasks
(Anincumbent may not be assigned dl dutieslisted, nor do the examples cover dl dutieswhichmay be assigned.)

Prepares animas for surgery; under directionof the veterinarian, givesinjections, fluids, and drugs, collectsblood,
feces, urine, and culture samples, and monitors animas under anesthetic drugs.

Performsfeca parasitol ogica exams, urindyd's, compl ete blood counts, gramstains, and microbiologica cultures,
prepares specimens for outside lab submissions.

Catches and restrains animasfor treatments; ass sts veterinarianwithtreatments, routine health care procedures,
surgery, radiology, and/or necropsy procedures.

Preparesfeed and feeds animas in the zoo hospitd; cleans and disinfects cagesand pens; observesand records
the animals behavior and appetite.

Organizes, prepares, and disnfects equipment, supplies, and surgica insruments; inventoriesand orders hospital
supplies and pharmaceuticals.

Maintains and updates daily records, lab records, quarantine records, and permanent hedth records for the zoo
animas.

Assss with ingtruction of volunteers and students.

Performs related duties as required.
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Knowledge, Abilities, and Skills

Knowledge of animd behavior and the principles of animd husbandry and zoology.
Knowledge of the nutrition, care, and handling of exatic animals.

Knowledge of |aboratory equipment and techniques relaing to veterinary science.
Ability to recognize symptoms and problems relating to exotic animals.

Ability to keep medical records on the animal collection.

Ability to perform laboratory, surgical, and clinica procedures.

Ability to catch and transport exotic animals.

Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships.

il in the adminigration of drugs by injection and ordly.

ill in the use of various drug delivery systems required by zoologicd medicine.

Minimum Qualifications

Thirty semester unitsfrom anaccredited college or universityinanima science, the biological sciences, chemidry,
or a closdy related fidd; and one year of experience assging a licensed veterinarian in providing medica
trestment to animdls, including performing surgica procedures and medica examinations. Oneyear of quaifying
experience may be substituted for the required education.

Necessary Soecial Requirements

Possession of avalid Cdifornia Driver's License a time of appointment.

Regidration as an Anima Hedlth Technician by the Cdifornia Board of Examiners in Veterinary Medicine is
desirable.
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